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The Oneness Epistle

Daniel al-Kumisi
[9" Century, Jerusalem]

“He performs great deeds which cannot be investigated, Wonders
without number.” (Job 5:9) — ... which cannot be investigated
[entirely] because they are without number. He is the One who did
these great deeds which cannot be investigated. This means there is
no one who is able to investigate and know [all His] deeds, only
some of His deeds and wonders. Thus no human can count even a
small fraction of the stars, nor can any human count all the types of
trees or plants or fruits. No one can count the various types of
medications and spices, nor the thousands of types of worms, and
certainly not the animals which are impossible to see [i.e.
microorganisms]. Therefore, Scripture said, “He performs great
deeds” which are beyond investigation. (Psalms 5:9). It also said:
“Who can tell the mighty acts of YHWH, [proclaim all His
praises?]” (Psalms 106:2); “[My mouth tells of Your
righteousness, of Your deliverance all day long,] though I know
not how to tell it.” (Psalms 71:15). It further said: “[You, O
YHWH... have done many things;...] | would tell and speak [of
them], but they are mightier than what can be told.” (Psalms 40:6).
This means that the deeds of the Creator are greater and more
numerous than what any human being could tell. To be sure, such
verses were written in order to stir us to investigate the deeds of
the Creator, so that it would become evident from the greatness of
His deeds that there is a Creator. It is written: [*“How great are
Your deeds, O YHWH!” (Ps 92:6)] — The deeds of YHWH are
great and nothing is greater than His deeds. Every one of his deeds
Is required by the needs of His creations, and everything was
created for its own purpose, as it is written, “YHWH made
everything for a purpose” (Prov 16:4). But as for you, lazy ones, be
strong and study the oneness of YHWH and about reward and
punishment! Respond to the opponents who falsify truth! Respond



to them from Scripture, because everything is detailed in it! Base
your proofs on the rational interpretation of Scripture. You do not
work hard enough at studying the interpretation of your Book, nor
its grammar and language, because you spend your efforts studying
foreign philosophies which are a false abomination. They are all
falsehood and perversion and they cause people to lose their faith
for they are twisted and have no straightness in them. They are
likened to [a foreign prostitute] and to a deep pit in which anyone
that falls is unable to extract himself. Anyone who sinks into
foreign philosophy is unable to repent, as it is written, “The mouth
of foreign women is a deep pit; he that is abhorred of YHWH shall
fall in there.” (Proverbs 22:14). “None that go to her return again,
neither do they take hold of the paths of life.” (Prov 2:19). You
have already forgotten what was written: “Drink water from your
own cistern” (Prov 5:15). It is further written: “every one shall
accept Your words” (Dt 33:3) — they will accept the words of Your
Torah. From ancient times people were idolaters, such as the
Greeks, the Romans, and the Persians, which proves that the idea
of the oneness [of God] came from Israel. Be careful regarding
rationalizations, because that which may be permissible based on
reason may contradict the commandments. Distance yourselves
from foreign philosophies for they remove belief from the heart
and there is no man who escapes them in peace. Many wise people
lived ascetic lives, separating themselves from meat and wine, but
when they became involved in foreign philosophies they began to
belittle the commandments and returned to eating meat and to the
pleasures of this world. Return to the Torah, the source of life, for
it is a light for the feet of those who walk in it, as it is written, “For
the commandment is a lamp, the Torah is a light” (Prov 6:23). It
further says: “Your word is a lamp to my feet, a light for my path.”
(Psalms 119:105). It also says, “The Torah of YHWH is perfect,
restoring the soul, the Testimony of YHWH is faithful, making
wise the ignorant.” (Ps 19:8). It further says: “The precepts of
YHWH are just, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of YHWH
iIs clear, making the eyes light up.” (Psalms 19:8). The



interpretation of Scripture returns the rebellious soul to the truth,
makes the path straight, and making wise and giving understanding
to the ignorant, as it is written, “restoring the soul... making wise
the ignorant.” (Psalms 19:8). The philosophers say that the world is
made up of four elements: heat, cold, moisture, and dryness. This
IS neither consistent with the Torah nor with observation, for the
Torah says that the first things in the universe were the Heaven and
the Earth... your bread is the Torah of God and the entire Hebrew
Scriptures, as it is written, “Go and eat my bread” (Prov 9:5) —
This is speaking about the Torah which is Wisdom and therefore it
Is written above, “Wisdom has built her house” (Prov 9:1) — this is
the Torah of God, as it is written, “for this is your wisdom and
your understanding” (Deuteronomy 4:6). “She has prepared the
feast, mixed the wine” (Prov 9:2) — This is the wisdom and
knowledge in the Torah and the entire Scripture. “She has sent out
her servants to announce” (Prov 9:3) — They are the true prophets,
the teachers of righteousness. “Let the ignorant turn here” (Prov
9:4) — Who are they that abandon the truth? They that are drawn
after falsehood, blind acceptance, the commandments of men
learned by rote, and foreign philosophies... “Go and eat my bread”
(Proverbs 9:5) — Go and eat the bread, which are the words of the
Torah, as it is written... “Abandon ignorance [and live]” (Prov 9:6)
— [Abandon] commandments derived through blind acceptance,
[commandments of men learned by rote,] and foreign philosophies
that you may live. “And walk in the way of understanding” (Prov
9:6) — The way of understanding is the way of Torah, [as it is
written,] “go and buy food without silver” (Isa 55:1), which means,
eat without payment. This refers to the Torah which is compared to
wine. Do not let foreign philosophies attract you, nor the
commandments derived from blind acceptance, for foreign
philosophies are compared to [a seductress who causes to
stumble]... “The foolish woman makes noise” (Prov 9:13) — The
whore who causes to stumble by her beauty, so too does all of
Israel stumble by foreign philosophies, commandments derived
from blind acceptance contrary to the words of the Torah, without



investigating in the Torah. [“Stolen waters are sweet, and secret
bread is pleasant.” (Prov 9:17)] — [Israel] is like someone who
steals or fornicates with a married woman. “He does not realize
that there are spirits there, her guests are in the depths of She’ol.”
(Prov 9:18) — That is to say, they did not realize that they would be
thrown with the heretics into the depths of Gehenna. For every
Israelite who abandons the Torah and is seduced by false sciences
and foreign philosophies, all of which contradict and modify the
Torah, it is written concerning him, “A man who strays from the
wise path, will rest in the congregation of spirits.” (Prov 21:16) —
An Israelite who strays from the way of Torah in which there is
wisdom and knowledge, his place will be in the congregation of
heretics who are punished. Concerning them it is written, “For My
people have done two evil things: They have abandoned Me, the
spring of living waters, and carved out for themselves cisterns,
broken cisterns, which cannot even hold water.” (Jeremiah 2:13) —
Behold, my people have done two evil things, for they have left the
spring of fresh water and engaged in the commandments of men
learned by rote, blind acceptance, and foreign philosophies. It is
further written: “A blind nation which has eyes.” (Isaiah 43:8) -
The nation is blind even though they have eyes. It is also written,
“They see much but they do not observe” (Isa 42:20) — Meaning,
they look at the Torah much but they do not study and investigate.
Concerning this it is written, “YHWH desires for his
righteousness, that he may magnify the Torah and glorify it.” (Isa
42:21) — He desires for his righteousness, to make Israel men of
truth and teachers of righteousness, for this reason he magnified
and increased proofs, as it is written, “l wrote for him the greatness
of my Torah” (Hosea 8:12) — | wrote for them the greatness of the
book of the Torah, the Torah of Moses, and also the Prophets and
the Writings.



